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DK Publishing : World Desk Reference  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised World Desk Reference: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The World in a Nutshell!By Yogi1013I love this book! Clearly-
presented charts, maps, histories and statistics on every nation in the world--a gold-mine of facts. Colorful graphics 
and text, in the trademark "DK" style, highlight data on: climate, transportation, tourism, people, politics, world 
affairs, foreign aid, defense, economics, resources, environment, media, crime, education, health, spending, GNP, life 
expectancy, literacy, infant mortality rates . . . whew! As one with a zealous interest in politics, geography, economics 
and world affairs, I'm sure I'll be opening this book quite often. Perhaps my favorite feature is the "chronology" 
presented for each country, listing important dates and events in that particular country's history. I also like the pie 
charts summarizing the religious persuasion and ethnic makeup of each country. For those looking for a clear, concise, 
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yet thorough volume of world facts, this is a great choice!0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Beyond 
CartographyBy Rebecca of This book presents a complete overview of the world. The physical, political, historical 
and economic details are covered in detail. Each of the world's nations are mapped in detail. There is a guide to 20,000 
of the world's important places along with recent name changes.With more than 5,000 illustrations, charts and 
diagrams, 600 maps and 25,000 facts and statistics this has to be the world's best book about the world.You will learn 
about:The Physical WorldThe Political WorldThe ContinentsThe World Economy, Population and International 
Organizations.Time ZonesChronology of World HistoroyThe Formation of the Modern WorldThe Solar SystemTo say 
this is comprehensive would be an understatement.The colors and pictures are stunning. The pages are easy to read 
and this has a high visual appeal.The first part of the book has wonderful maps of the world and what was known at 
the time and what was going on in the world at the time.In the section about "The Nations of the World" you will find 
specific information about climate, people, transportation, tourism, politics, defense, economics, resources, 
environment, media, crime, education, health, spending and world ranking. This huge section takes up most of the 
book. The Index is well organized and extensive.A must have for any teacher or library.~The Rebecca Review0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. The World in a Nutshell!By Mark IannelliI love this book! Clearly-
presented charts, maps, histories and statistics on every nation in the world--a gold-mine of facts. Colorful graphics 
and text, in the trademark "DK" style, highlight data on: climate, transportation, tourism, people, politics, world 
affairs, foreign aid, defense, economics, resources, environment, media, crime, education, health, spending, GNP, life 
expectancy, literacy, infant mortality rates . . . whew! As one with a zealous interest in politics, geography, economics 
and world affairs, I'm sure I'll be opening this book quite often. Perhaps my favorite feature is the "chronology" 
presented for each country, listing important dates and events in that particular country's history. I also like the pie 
charts summarizing the religious persuasion and ethnic makeup of each country. For those looking for a clear, concise, 
yet thorough volume of world facts, this is a great choice!

This essential reference is an indispensable tool for home, school, and office. Revised and expanded for 2002, our best 
selling World Desk Reference keeps getting better. This comprehensive single volume guide includes information on 
population, crime, natural resources, and all the world's nations mapped in detail and accompanied by expert analysis 
on a multitude of subjects.

From BooklistThis desk reference contains three sections: "World Factfile," "The Nations of the World," and an index 
and gazetteer. Serving as part almanac, part statistical abstract, part atlas, and part encyclopedia, it provides thousands 
of facts, statistics, maps, charts, photographs, and illustrations in a colorful and user-friendly format. Financial Times 
became part of the title in 2002; previously editions were called the Dorling Kindersley World Reference Atlas. 
According to the publisher, it will be updated every one to two years."World Factfile" is a 60-page overview of the 
physical, political, historical, and economic characteristics of the modern world. It provides topographic maps with 
brief descriptive paragraphs for each continent or geographic region as well as thematic maps depicting major 
historical "ages" ("The Age of Discovery," "The Age of Revolution"), the global climate, the world economy, time 
zones, and more. There is also a chronology of world history with major events highlighted as far back as 400,000 
B.C. "The Nations of the World" profiles 193 nations, from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe, and briefly describes 33 
territories and dependencies. Each country profile is two to eight pages long and includes the nation's official name, 
capital, flag, population, currency, and a map. Summaries accompanied by charts and relying heavily on symbols and 
icons address climate, transportation, tourism, people, politics, defense, environment, crime, education, and more. A 
twentieth-century chronology of events related to the nation is added as a sidebar. Statistics come from authoritative 
sources such as the World Bank and the World Health Organization. The final section of the guide, the "Index-
Gazetteer," provides the reader with a glossary of geographical terms and a detailed alphabetic index (including 
alternative spellings and recent place-name changes). In contrast to resources such as The Statesman's Yearbook 
(Palgrave Macmillan, annual), this volume relies less on text and more on graphics to convey information. Compact 
and cleanly designed, it would make an excellent addition to any library collection in need of another ready-reference 
tool on countries. RBBCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved 


