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From Brand: Firefly Books : World Atlas of the Oceans: More than 300 Maps and Charts of the Ocean Floor 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised World Atlas of the 
Oceans: More than 300 Maps and Charts of the Ocean Floor: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Ulrich RatajczakGreat Atlas, recommended0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Great reference bookBy jeldoiGreat reference book for understanding the 
oceans and their effects on life on earth. Enjoyed the great pictures and information contained in the book.27 of 28 
people found the following review helpful. For Random Browsing OnlyBy David JonathanI have been reading about 
underwater exploration. A "World Atlas of the Oceans" sounded like the perfect study companion.I was hoping for a 
really good, well indexed, collection of maps that covered the entire ocean floor. I was not able to determine how 
much of the ocean is covered by the included maps.)The lack of an index to the maps makes it difficult to look up and, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1552095851


go to a map of any particular place. The table of contents lists each map by the title of the short essay that accompanies 
each map. So, if you have not read and recalled the essay you can't know what map you will find. In fact the entire 
book is a long series of articles and essays about the oceans. Lots of pretty pictures, and titillating, short introductions 
to interesting subjects. It IS a beautiful book, and a great intro to our underwater world, that is why I gave this book 
more than one star.A map of the 200 beautiful maps would have made this book actually useful.

Just as humans scale the highest mountains, they also explore the deepest depths of the world's oceans. In this lavish 
atlas, a variety of maps depict the fascinating geographical landmarks of the ocean floor: volcanoes that rise suddenly 
from the deep ocean; seamounts and ridges that contain rich mineral deposits; shipwrecks (the Titanic is only one 
example among many); and marine life in the hidden depths of the ocean that until now has been invisible to humans. 
Deep-sea exploration is one of the great achievements of the twentieth century. Expeditions to the bottom of the sea, 
for example Picard's groundbreaking explorations in a submersible, made sensational news. Still, these excursions to 
the deepest places on earth were isolated events. It wasn't until after the Second World War that a comprehensive 
picture of the ocean floor began to emerge. World Atlas of the Oceans brings these images together in a new and truly 
unique look at the oceans. The General Bathymetric Chart of the Oceans (or GEBCO), contained in this atlas, has 
never been published. And, relief maps and satellite images of the oceans provide detailed pictures of the hidden 
recesses of the world's oceans. World Atlas of the Oceans is the only cartographic work of its kind to document the 
ocean floor with its mountains, volcanoes, fracture zones, and outline of tectonic plates in such amazing detail. 

From Publishers WeeklyWith the Canadian Hydrographic Service compiling decades of multination collaborative 
research, a team of oceanographers writing the text and Dr. Manfred Leier serving as editor, the World Atlas of the 
Oceans details the entire ocean floor. This giant book offers clear, informative text (rather like an encyclopedia entry 
in tone), but its real strength is its visual richness: the full-color relief maps, bathymetrics charts, satellite images, 
illustrations and underwater photographs. From the Arctic to the Mediterranean, and from Namibia's "sulfur pearls" 
(the world's largest bacteria) to Alaska's "black smokers" (deep-sea oases), this atlas will please anyone with an 
interest in oceanography, cartography, biology and geology. Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From 
BooklistOceans and seas cover most of our planet, almost 71 percent. It is not surprising, then, to find that an atlas of 
the world's oceans would contain a wealth of information. This work begins with several sections about oceans in 
general, including relief maps as well as chapters on "How the Oceans Were Formed" and "The Ocean as a Habitat 
and Commercial Area." The section that follows contains bathymetric charts documenting the levels of individual 
oceans and basins.The General Bathymetric Chart of the Oceans (GEBCO) contained in this atlas is the result of a 
collaborative effort among the world's major seafaring nations. Until now, it was available only in a small edition 
published in the 1980s by the Canadian Hydrographic Organization and known only to specialists. In the atlas, the 
GEBCO charts are juxtaposed with highly detailed relief maps drawn for the National Geographic Society during the 
1960s and 1970s. Readers will find that the bathymetric charts, which follow U.N. naming conventions, generally list 
water names in English and land names in national spellings. This is unlike place-names found on the relief maps, 
which are in English, but the publisher does alert users to this in an introductory note.The habitats and commerce 
section is extensive and covers many fascinating topics such as ocean currents and tides, hurricane formation, sea life, 
sea trade, oil and mineral deposits, and canals and ports. There is even information on sunken ships and treasure and 
shipwrecks of the twentieth century. Each topic warrants a two-page spread with photographs, maps, tables, or all of 
the above. Some of this information may be hard to access, because only place-names are included in the index.The 
photographs in this volume are stunning. Relief maps and satellite images provide detailed information, and the 
definition and color of maps and charts increase their ease of use. This oversize work is large (each two-page spread is 
14 inches by 20 inches) and heavy, and the binding is less than desirable. For the price, it would be a useful and up-to-
date addition to a public or academic library's reference collection. RBBCopyright American Library Association. All 
rights reserved Impressive large-sized atlas ... Details newer discoveries for today's general audience as well as for 
students and teachers of high school and college. (Beatrice L. Burch Science Books and Films 2002-09-01)This is an 
outstanding, gorgeous, affordable, and necessary acquisition for all academic and public library reference collections. 
(Lynn C. Westney E-STREAMS 2002-08-01)The photographs in this volume are stunning. Relief maps and satellite 
images provide detailed information, and the definition and color of maps and charts increase their ease of use. 
(Booklist 2002-02-15)An uncommonly interesting book ... The maps in World Atlas of the Oceans are unparalleled. 
(Patrick Toscano Professional Surveyor 2002-08-01) 


