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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not as good as I hopedBy ToddA lot of common phrases, but the 
color one would expect seems to be drained from the book. There are some good definitions, some very interesting. I 
had a hard time reading the font of the book, even with my reading glasses.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. You might as well be reading a text book. ...By S. GastYou might as well be reading a text book. Most of the 
entries are strictly academic. The cover and title led me to believe it would be entertaining as well as informative. It is 
very, very dry and academic. I also found two entries that I believe to be incorrect..0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Fun readingBy William T. SawyerI am always interested in the origin of language, and idioms, and 
expressions. this book provides some interesting background, and is fun to read.

Have you ever wondered about the origin of "son of a gun," "flotsam and jetsam," or "hunky-dory"? You'll find the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0070328773


nautical derivation of these expressions and more than 250 others in this collection of nautical metaphors and 
colloquialisms. In addition, this book includes thought-provoking and entertaining examples of these words drawn 
from literature, movies, and song, and contains sections of legends of the sea and weather lore. Fascinating reading for 
sailors and language enthusiasts alike. Here's the scuttlebutt: Barge right in and swallow the anchor, and let's chew the 
fat and splice the main brace 'til we're three sheets to the wind. Listen, you son of a sea cook, I'm tired of minding my 
P's and Q's. I tell you, I'm all at sea, and this is the bitter end. Nothing I can do will keep this ship on an even keel. 
Hells bells! You think I didn't tell it to the old man? Delivered a broadside, I did, but he just called me a loose cannon. 
Maybe I caught him between wind and water. Listen, mate. You'd better bootleg a bible aboard. We're sailing under 
false colors, and where we're headed it's cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey. It's Davy Jones' locker I'm 
talking about. The crew was scraped from the bottom of the barrel. They don't know the ropes, and anyway they're 
deserting like rats from a sinking ship. It's time to fish or cut bait, mate, or there'll be the devil to pay. No use flogging 
a dead horse. Let's stay armed to the teeth and look for any port in a storm. There'll be nothing but flotsam and jetsam 
when this tub goes down the hatch.

From Library JournalIsil's lifelong fascination with sea lore has led her to produce this compendium of nautical 
metaphors and colloquialisms that have "washed ashore" into modern speech. However, the book doesn't always "run 
on an even keel," as even Isil herself admits. Some of the entries detail lengthy histories or semantic developments, 
including examples in literature; others are very brief and to the point, while still others are either apocryphal or sail 
off on tangents (e.g., one never really learns the origin of "blood is thicker than water," only that the same naval 
commander who once used it was also implicated in the peculiar history of the Merrimac). A couple of chapters on 
weather lore and sea legends, myths, and superstitions complete the text. Although this colorful work is occasionally 
"first rate," enough of its bibliography is still in print to make it a low-priority purchase for reference purposes.Cathy 
Sabol, Northern Virginia Community Coll., ManassasCopyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. . . .this guide. . 
.will buoy' your spirits and help you learn the ropes.''From the Back CoverHere's the scuttlebutt: Barge right in and 
swallow the anchor, and let's chew the fat and splice the main brace till we're three sheets to the wind. Listen, you son 
of a sea cook, I'm tired of minding my P's and Q's. I tell you, I'm all at sea, and this is the bitter end. Nothing I can do 
will keep this ship on an even keel. Hell's bells! You think I didn't tell it to the old man? Delivered a broadside, I did, 
but he just called me a loose cannon. Maybe I caught him between wind and water. Listen, mate. You'd better bootleg 
a bible aboard. We're sailing under false colors, and where we're headed it's cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass 
monkey. It's Davy Jones's locker I'm talking about. The crew was scraped from the bottom of the barrel. They don't 
know the ropes, and anyway they're deserting like rats from a sinking ship. It's time to fish or cut bait, mate, or there'll 
be the devil to pay. No use flogging a dead horse. Let's stay armed to the teeth and look for any port in a storm. 
There'll be nothing but flotsam and jetsam when this tub goes down the hatch. 


