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Lisa Knopp : What the River Carries: Encounters with the Mississippi, Missouri, and Platte  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised What the River Carries: Encounters with 
the Mississippi, Missouri, and Platte: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An extemely good example of the ESSAY as an Art form and a 
fascinating set of tales.By 5/0"What the River Carries", by Lisa Knopp A good Esssayist can make an interesting, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0826219748


enlightening, thought-provoking tale out of about any topic great or small that you can imagine. Lisa Knopp is such an 
Essayist. Even if you've never given much notice to rivers before, "What the River Carries" will give you not just one 
new outlook upon rivers, but several. Rivers have always held a mysteriously magnetic power over humans and Ms. 
Knopp's writing conveys that magnetic force to the reader with ease and grace.2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Lisa Knopp does it again...By RachelLynneHelps me relive my childhood along the Mississippi (albeit 
a tad upstream from her home)...expands stories history I heard in passing...affirms that the Midwest is not just a 
flyover zone, but a historical gem smack dab in the middle of the USA!! Makes me wish even harder that my shells 
from the button factories had not been lost in the midst of several moves...0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. She takes us on the rivers-By Karen A. KlenkeWe are on a road trip this summer-Oscar has traveled all the 
rivers in the book-so we are reading it together-very enjoyable-

In this informed and lyrical collection of interwoven essays, Lisa Knopp explores the physical and cultural geography 
of the Mississippi, Missouri, and Platte, rivers she has come to understand and cherish. At the same time, she 
contemplates how people experience landscape, identifying three primary roles of environmental perception: the 
insider, the outsider, and the outsider seeking to become an insider. Viewing the waterways through these approaches, 
she searches for knowledge and meaning.

About the AuthorLisa Knopp, author of Bread: A Memoir of Hunger, is also the author of five collections of essays, 
each of which explores the concepts of place, home, nature, and spirituality. What the River Carries: Encounters with 
the Mississippi, Missouri, and Platte was the winner of the 2013 Nebraska Book Award in the nonfiction/essay 
category and tied for second place in the 2013 ALSE (Association for the Study of Literature and the Environment) 
book awards for environmental creative nonfiction. Knopps essays have appeared in numerous literary publications 
including Missouri , Michigan , Iowa , Gettysburg , Northwest , Cream City , Brevity: A Journal of Concise Literary 
Nonfiction, Connecticut , Shenandoah, Creative Nonfiction, Prairie Schooner, Iowa , and Georgia . Knopp is a 
Professor of English at the University of Nebraska-Omaha, where she teaches courses in creative nonfiction. She grew 
up in Burlington, Iowa, and now lives in Lincoln, Nebraska. For further information on Lisa Knopp, visit 
www.lisaknopp.com. 


