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James Peters : Very Simple Arabic: Incorporating simple etiquette in Arabia  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Very Simple Arabic: Incorporating simple etiquette in 
Arabia: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Going to Saudi Arabia? then this is the book to have.By Gary 
SteffenAnyone going to the Middle East and in particular Saudi Arabia needs to understand a bit of the language and 
the local customs. I used this book while I was living in Saudi for nine years. It is clear and concise in its organization 
and tells you what you need to get by be your time there short or long.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Very Simple Arabic: Simple Etiquette in ArabiaBy Book DivaVery easy book to use. Cute little figures that 
accompany phrases and words make this book an enjoyable and fun way to study another language.3 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. Good for Customs, Not Good for LanguageBy Michael AkardI find it interesting 
that the glowing reviews on the back cover of the book are all in reference to the "Simple Etiquette in Arabia" portion 
(37 pages), and not to the language component (69 pages). Indeed, a traveler who relies on the stylized Roman script 
to facilitate reasonable pronunciation will be taking a chance.As an experiment, I enlisted the help of three colleagues 
to read the Arabic as presented in this book (with native Arabic speakers in the room). One produced fairly good 
pronunciation, the second was recognizable, and the third gave up because he was incomprehensible.The book is 
attractive, pleasantly thin, and enjoyable to look at. And the "etiquette" section is good. But to be truly valuable as a 
language tool, it should come with recorded material. If you plan to use it, try to find an Arabic speaker to help you 
with pronunciation -- before you try it on the street.

Peters combines an authoritative text with his inimitable cartoons like no other author dealing with this subject today. 
The author of The Arab World Handbook proves once again to be an indispensable guide and companion for any 
visitor (on business or pleasure) to the fascinating and sometimes demanding land that is the Arab world. Split into 
two parts, Simple Etiquette in Arabia and The Customs and Culture of Arabia, James Peters extracts the common 
denominators of etiquette in the Gulf, as well as describing the essential first steps in understanding the place, the 
people and the culture.

"It should be compulsory reading for anyone visiting Arab countries."About the AuthorAuthor of Very Simple Arabic, 
Very Simple Arabic Script, Very Simple Arabia and The Arab World Handbook. An experienced Arabist, he studied 
Arabic at Durham University and the British Foreign Office Middle East Centre for Arab Studies in Lebanon. He has 
lived and worked in the Arab World as a soldier, diplomat and businessman for over forty years. 


