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Bruce Haulman, Jean Cammon Findlay : Vashon-Maury Island (Images of America)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Vashon-Maury Island (Images of America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Vashon-Maury islandBy Nicki C. ScottAll the books are great. The 
Vashon/Maury Island book is the most personal because I live there for four years in the late 50's. I was fascinated to 
see some of the history of the exact place on the island I lived.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This 
Book Tells About The History Of Vashon Island.By WilliamThis book presents an interesting history of Vashon 
Island in the State of Washington. Here are some interesting facts that this book mentions: In 1755, at the age of 13, 
James Vashon began his British naval services. James Vashon never personally saw the island that was named after 
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him. Beginning in 1852, logging was a significant business on the island. The last logging of old-growth forests on the 
island ended in the late 1940s. Vashon College opened on October 25, 1982. Vashon Hardware was launched in 1929. 
There is a chapter on the book about Modern Vashon 1980-2010. In that particular chapter, it was mentioned that there 
was nearly a 30% growth rate of the postwar decades through the 1980s. However, the growth rate was slowed to less 
than 10% in the 1990s.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Island Historians Present New View of 
Vashon's PastBy J. DrydenIsland historians present a new view of Vashon's past.By LESLIE BROWN' Vashon-Maury 
Island Beachcomber Editor 'Vashon-Maury Island Beachcomber, Vol. 55 No. 28 July 13, 2011Jul 12 2011, 11:20 AM 
* UPDATEDThe first account of Vashon's colorful past since Oliver Van Olinda took pen to paper 80 years ago will 
be released to the public Thursday.Bruce Haulman and Jean Cammon Findlay, Island historians with deep roots on 
Vashon, have written a fresh account of the Island's storied past, looking at everything from the glaciers that shaped 
Vashon to the Native people who first lived here to the way the arrival of Euro-Americans altered the 
landscape."Images of America: Vashon-Maury Island," published by Arcadia Publishing, is largely a photographic 
account of the Island. Some 200 photos fill the 125-page book, each with long, descriptive captions.But the two 
historians have also structured their slim volume as a narrative that captures the trends and developments that have 
shaped the Island over the decades. Six chapters, each beginning with a short essay, depict the overarching trends of 
the last few centuries -- including "Settlement: 1865-1890," "Boom: 1890-1920" and "Postwar Growth: 1945-
1980."Haulman, a historian who just retired from Green River Community College, said he's been writing and 
thinking about Vashon's history for nearly two decades and had a conceptual framework in mind for how such a book 
should be structured."I believed it was important to get a modern reinterpretation of Vashon's history for Islanders and 
visitors," he said.Van Olinda, a man of his time, was dismissive toward the Native Americans who still lived in 
beachfront settlements at the turn of the 20th century, when he wrote his "History of Vashon-Maury Island." Haulman 
and Findlay provide a fresh look at early Native life, noting in the first chapter, "Though one may think civilization 
began with European settlement, the Coast Salish S'Homamish occupied the island for at least 3,000 to 6,000 
years."Both Findlay and Haulman said they found certain aspects of Vashon's history particularly fascinating. Findlay, 
for instance, noted that Islanders upset over a private ferry line run by Capt. Alexander Peabody helped launch the 
state ferry system. Early on, she added, "Ferries were seen as a stop-gap until the bridges could be built. We came so 
close to being just another suburban community like Mercer Island."Other trends became apparent. The Island has 
long struggled with the sustainability of its businesses, questioned growth and have felt at odds with King County and 
the state, Haulman said."The issues we're facing today are not radically different from those when Euro-Americans 
first came to the Island: Who are we as an Island and how are we going to develop?" Haulman said.Both Haulman and 
Findlay liked building the book around photographs, a requirement of Arcadia's "Images of America" line of 
publications. But the approach also presented challenges. Certain watershed events, Haulman noted, weren't 
photographed -- such as the famous incident at the north-end ferry dock in 1948, when a group of Vashon vigilantes 
wouldn't let Peabody's private ferry moor as part of an ongoing protest over the shoddy service his line 
provided."There are holes," he said. "Photos depend on time and place and a photographer being there."Particularly 
challenging, both authors noted, was the difficulty of finding photographs from the last 20 to 30 years. "When we got 
to the 1980s, the photographic record almost disappeared. People don't think of that as history," Haulman said.As a 
result, Haulman hopes to begin "a day in the life of Vashon project" four times a year, when photographers and writers 
are dispatched for a day to record life on the Island.Both Findlay and Haulman said it was a joy to work together, 
poring over photos, writing and editing each other's work and striving to create what Findlay called "one voice that 
comes from putting our two styles together."Meanwhile, they said, they're looking forward to discussing the books at 
gatherings and events, where they can elaborate on Vashon's rich history."That's what we can bring up," Findlay said. 
"The untold stories behind the book."A book launch party will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, July 14, at the Vashon-
Maury Island Historical Museum. The authors will also be on hand to sign their book at the historical association's 
booth at the Strawberry Festival on Saturday. All proceeds from the sale of the book will go to Vashon's historical 
association.Vashon-Maury Island Beachcomber Editor Leslie Brown can be reached at 
editor@vashonbeachcomber.com or 206-463-9195.

Vashon-Maury Island lies between Seattle and Tacoma and is connected to the mainland by the Washington State 
Ferries. The bridge proposed in the 1950s and 1960s did not materialize, which helped retain the islands isolation and 
rural lifestyle. Like other Puget Sound islands, its original economy was based on logging, fishing, brick-making, and 
agriculture, especially its strawberries. Island industries included the largest dry dock on the West Coast, shipbuilding, 
and ski manufacturing. Distinct from the other islands, Vashon-Maury is the only one whose major town is not on the 
water. Originally inhabited for thousands of years by the SHomamish people, the islands first white settler arrived in 
1865. Today, 145 years later, the population is more than 11,000.

Title: History of Vashon-Maury Island Told Through PhotographsPublisher: Arcadia PublishingDate: 7/11/2011 The 
newest addition to Arcadia Publishings popular Images of America series is Vashon-Maury Island from local authors 



Bruce Haulman and Jean Cammon Findlay. The book boasts more than 200 vintage images and memories of days 
gone by.Vashon-Maury Island lies between Seattle and Tacoma and is connected to the mainland by the Washington 
State Ferries. The bridge proposed in the 1950s and 1960s did not materialize, which helped retain the island's 
isolation and rural lifestyle. Like other Puget Sound islands, its original economy was based on logging, fishing, brick-
making, and agriculture, especially its strawberries. Island industries included the largest dry dock on the West Coast, 
shipbuilding, and ski manufacturing. Distinct from the other islands, Vashon-Maury is the only one whose major town 
is not on the water. Originally inhabited for thousands of years by the S'Homamish people, the island's first white 
settler arrived in 1865. Today, 145 years later, the population is more than 11,000.The authors hope that the book will 
provide insights into how the island became what it is today, what legacies from the past remain on the island, and 
help inform those who help shape the islands future to be always mindful of the past.Highlights of Vashon-Maury 
Island: All of the profits from the sale of the book are being donated to The Vashon-Maury Island Heritage 
Association. The majority of the images are from the associations archives. The book identifies the nine major patterns 
that have defined Vashon-Maurys history. The book traces important developments and changes in the business, 
social, political, cultural, agricultural and transportation history of the island.Available at area bookstores, independent 
retailers, and online retailers, or through Arcadia Publishing at www.arcadiapublishing.com or (888)-313-2665. 
Arcadia Publishing is the leading publisher of local and regional history in the United States. Our mission is to make 
history accessible and meaningful through the publication of books on the heritage of Americas people and places. 
Have we done a book on your town? Visit www.arcadiapublishing.com.About the AuthorBruce Haulman, a longtime 
resident of Ellisport, is an island historian. Jean Cammon Findlay, a retired schoolteacher and coauthor of Images of 
America: Mosquito Fleet of South Puget Sound, lives in Newport. Both Bruce and Jean are board members of the 
Vashon-Maury Island Heritage Association, whose rich photographic archive provided three-fourths of the images for 
this book. 


