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Robert Kelley Schneiders: Unruly River: Two Centuries of Change Along the Missouri (Development of
Western Resources) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
Unruly River: Two Centuries of Change Along the Missouri (Development of Western Resources):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Nongovernmental V oice on Missouri River ManagementBy


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0700609377

FlatlanderThe Missouri River is managed by Federal Government agencies. They provide the most easily accessible
informantion on their work on the river and it would be naive to expect them to be crtical of their own performance.
State and local agenciesinvolved in administration of the Federal plans, who may depend on Federal money, should
not be expected to offer up information critcal of the work they are involved in.Schneiders provides a reasoned,
sometimes critical, non-governmental voice to the history and management of the Missouri River. This book was
published two years prior the the flood of 2011. Goto [...] for Schneiders month by month synopsis of this ecologic
and economic catastrophy.

Thistext takes along historical view to reconstruct the Missouri Valley environment before Euro-American settlement
and then trace the environmental transformations resulting from the development projects of the 19th and 20th
centuries.

From Library Journa Schneiders (history, Texas Tech) analyzes various social, political, and economic forces that
have influenced the environmental history of the Missouri River. Thisis awell-written narrative of how the Missouri
has changed since the coming of white civilization from a broad, meandering river to a partially regulated stream
consisting of dams, reservoirs, and numerous channelized structures. Schneiders's study concentrates on the lower
Missouri River valley areaand, unlike previous scientific studies or polemical works such as Donald Worster's Rivers
of Empire (LJ 2/1/86), thisis a chronologically arranged history of how environmental changes relate to eventsin the
river's development. Schneidersis critical of efforts, especially those of the Corps of Engineers during this century, to
develop the river without sufficient information on how the changes would affect the environment. The monograph
carefully analyzes the conflicting forces of human self-interest at play in the river's development. Numerous
photographs and maps, an extensive bibliography, and an excellent introductory historiographical essay enhance the
work. Written for a broad readership, it is recommended for both a general and specialized audience.ACharles C. Hay,
Eastern Kentucky Univ. Archives, RichmondCopyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. "Unruly River tellsa
complicated story without oversimplifying politics or nature. Schneiders looks at the Missouri as aliving entity: a
product of the geology that created it, the soil that surrounds it, the marine creatures that live in it, the plants and
animals that adjoin and border it, and the birdsthat fly over it. It is, as the author says, ever-changing and forever
wild."Donald J. Pisani, author of Water, Land, and Law in the West "A major contribution to environmental history
and Missouri River historiography that deserves a wide audience."William E. Lass, author of From the Missouri to the
Great Salt Lake and A History of Steamboating on the Upper Missouri River "An exceptional history that deals with
real communities and real people, rather than just nameless bureaucracies." John E. Thorson, author of River of
Promise, River of Peril: The Politics of Managing the Missouri RiverFrom the Back Cover"Unruly River tellsa
complicated story without oversimplifying politics or nature. Schneiders looks at the Missouri as aliving entity: a
product of the geology that created it, the soil that surroundsit, the marine creatures that live in it, the plants and
animals that adjoin and border it, and the birds that fly over it. It is, as the author says, ‘ever-changing and forever
wild."--Donald J. Pisani, author of Water, Land, and Law in the West "A major contribution to environmental history
and Missouri River historiography that deserves a wide audience."--William E. Lass, author of From the Missouri to
the Great Salt Lake and A History of Steamboating on the Upper Missouri River "An exceptiona history that deals
with real communities and real people, rather than just nameless bureaucracies.”--John E. Thorson, author of River of
Promise, River of Peril: The Palitics of Managing the Missouri River



