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Mathias Oppersdorff : Under the Spell of Arabia before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Under the Spell of Arabia:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A unique portrait of Arabia's lands, peoples, and cultureBy Midwest
Book ReviewIn the early 1970s the photographer and author Mathias Oppersdorff traveled to Saudi Arabia and the
Middle East, hampered by hislack of Arabic language skills and the common Islamic attitude against photography and
travel. Oppersdorff managed to gain unusual access to areas usually closed to Westerners despite these major barriers,
and his photos provide a unique portrait of Arabias lands, peoples, and culture. Under The Spell Of Arabiaisvery
highly recommended for both Islamic art and Arabian history collections.

A collection of photographs which depict the vanished Arabia of the 1970s, aworld of artisans, fishermen, soldiers,
and tribesmen, of ordinary lives against the backdrop of amagjestic land. They hint at the enormous changes that oil
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money will bring to these traditional societies.



