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Gavin Francis : True North: Travels in Arctic Europe  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised True North: Travels in Arctic Europe: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. On timeBy John POn time and as promised2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Good travel bookBy Robert H. MclaughlinGreat book, I enjoyed it.3 of 5 people found the 
following review helpful. A good summary of Arctic EuropeBy G. M. SmithThis book needs many more maps and I 
am disappointed there was really no mention of Orkney, so it just misses getting five stars. However, it filled many 
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gaps in my knowledge of the area - much of which I have visited - and I am happy to add it to my collection of books. 
I would strongly recommend it to anyone with an interest in all or some of the countries he covers.

The stark, vast beauty of the remote Arctic Europe landscape has been the focus of human exploration for thousands of 
years. In this striking blend of travel writing, history and mythology, Gavin Francis offers a unique portrait of the 
northern fringes of Europe. His journey begins in the Shetland Isles, takes him to the Faroes, Iceland, Greenland, 
Svalbard and on to Lapland. Following in the footsteps of the region's early pioneers, Francis observes how the region 
has adapted to the 21st century, giving an observed insight into the lives of people he encounters along the way. As 
with all the best travel writing, "True North" is an engaging, compassionate tale of self-discovery, whilst blending 
historical and contemporary narratives in the tradition of Bruce Chatwin and Robert Macfarlane.

'A great web of interconnecting sagas' --The ScotsmanAbout the AuthorGavin Francis was born in Fife and currently 
lives in Edinburgh. His interest in history and travel has seen him pass through Europe, India, Africa and South 
America as well as spending a year on a remote base in Antarctica. His latest travel plan is to travel by motorbike from 
Edinburgh to New Zealand with his wife. 


