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West (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Just not a good read for the price.By DocThis is an expensive book 
and I write the review only because of that. I would not wish to sound mean. The book seems to be part of some 
academic process and may represent a dissertation but if so I would not think it would have done well. The material is 
not well organized and the author's points are repeated to a fault both within chapters and throughout the book. The 
style is ponderous and it is a difficult read, surprisingly so for someone who really enjoys reading about western 
fishing, fish culture and history. While I have no argument with what the author believes I think it could have been 
better written and provided more information about "how fly fishing changed etc".0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Good historical information and discussing the issues with early 20th ...By Moose L.Well worth a 
read, very similar read to the book, "An Entirely Synthetic Fish," by Anders Halverson. Good historical information 
and discussing the issues with early 20th century fish stocking. The book could have used a little less discussion about 
racism. I do not need to hear how fishing is racist, I think our society is obsessed with race at this point in time and it 
should stop. So obsessed in fact that we interpret racism where none was. Even with that criticism the book was very 
informative around the culture of Fly Fishing, a culture I consider myself a part of.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. A gift very well receivedBy John A. LeraasThis was sent as a gift to an inveterate fly fisherman. It was 
very well received and deemed most interesting.It was especially appreciated as he lives in Carolina and had recently 
been fishing with a friend in Denver.Among other subjects the book discusses how the hydroelectric system it used to 
enhance the trout fishery.

From beer labels to literary classics like A River Runs Through It, trout fishing is a beloved feature of the iconography 
of the American West. But as Jen Brown demonstrates in Trout Culture: How Fly Fishing Forever Changed the Rocky 
Mountain West, the popular conception of Rocky Mountain trout fishing as a quintessential experience of communion 
with nature belies the sport's long history of environmental manipulation, engineering, and, ultimately, transformation. 
A fly-fishing enthusiast herself, Brown places the rise of recreational trout fishing in a local and global context. 
Globally, she shows how the European sport of fly-fishing came to be a defining, tourist-attracting feature of the 
expanding 19th-century American West. Locally, she traces the way that the burgeoning fly-fishing tourist industry 
shaped the environmental, economic, and social development of the Western United States: introducing and stocking 
favored fish species, eradicating the less favored native "trash fish," changing the courses of waterways, and leading to 
conflicts with Native Americans' fishing and territorial rights. Through this analysis, Brown demonstrates that the 
majestic trout streams often considered a timeless feature of the American West are in fact the product of countless 
human interventions adding up to a profound manipulation of the Rocky Mountain environment.

[T]his is a well-researched, richly detailed history of trout and trout fishing in the Mountain West that, as the author 
promises, 'overturns the biggest fish story ever told.'--John Gierach"Wall Street Journal" (01/01/2015)[A] remarkable 
book. Brown's pithy, beautifully written prose conveys an important message: that anglers and managers need to stop 
imagining western lakes and rivers as wild places and start thinking about how the human history of Rocky Mountain 
trout has had a disastrous impact on ecologically significant native species that genteel recreationists too readily 
deemed 'trash fish.'--Miles Powell"Western Historical Quarterly" (01/01/2016)[T]his is a well-researched, richly 
detailed history of trout and trout fishing in the Mountain West that, as the author promises, 'overturns the biggest fish 
story ever told.'--John Gierach"Wall Street Journal" (01/01/2015)This is a well-researched, richly detailed history of 
trout and trout fishing in the Mountain West that, as the author promises, 'overturns the biggest fish story ever told.'--
John Gierach"Wall Street Journal" (01/01/2015)[A] remarkable book. Brown's pithy, beautifully written prose conveys 
an important message: that anglers and managers need to stop imagining western lakes and rivers as wild places and 
start thinking about how the human history of Rocky Mountain trout has had a disastrous impact on ecologically 
significant native species that genteel recreationists too readily deemed 'trash fish.'--Miles Powell"Western Historical 
Quarterly" (01/01/2016) "In wonderfully approachable prose Jen Corrinne Brown guides readers through the many 
environmental manipulations that were needed to create the mountain states' renowned trout fisheries. In the process, 
she ties fly-fishing into the wider history of outdoor recreation and environmental change in the West, giving anyone 
who loves the region or the sport much food for thought."William Philpott, author of Vacationland: Tourism and 
Environment in the Colorado High Country"A truly intriguing argument that reshapes our understanding of the region, 
its environment, and culture. Features a wealth of original research."Michael W. Childers, author of Colorado Powder 
Keg: Ski Resorts and the Environmental Movement"Jen Corrine Brown's timely and well-researched Trout Culture 
should become a key feature of the national conversation over the ecological, economic, and recreational future of 
western rivers. Whether we knew it or not, we have been waiting for this book."Paul Schullery, author of Cowboy 
Trout and If Fish Could Scream"A welcome and clear-eyed history of Rocky Mountain fly fishing, Trout Culture links 
the growth of the sport and its passionate following to western tourism, and, most importantly, to a history of fish 
management and environmental change that reveals the significant and often troubling results of our fascination with 



trout. Fishing enthusiasts and western historians alike should read this book; they will never look at a trout stream the 
same way again."Annie Gilbert Coleman, University of Notre DameAbout the AuthorJen Corrinne Brown is 
professional assistant professor of history at Texas AM University, Corpus Christi. 


