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FRANK S. RIDDEL : HISTORICAL ATLAS OF WEST VIRGINIA (West Virginia and Appalachia)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised HISTORICAL ATLAS OF 
WEST VIRGINIA (West Virginia and Appalachia): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. If you are doing genealogy in West Virginia, you must have this 
bookBy William K. JohnsonResearching your ancestors in West Virginia will be infinitely more rewarding if you 
understand the history and development of the state. The author provides insight into how the state developed. He 
shows you the location of the Indian trails, the paths of European settlement, etc. it is an indespensable reference book 
as well as an enjoyable read. I wish he had simlar books on the other states!8 of 8 people found the following review 
helpful. Wonderful West Virginia resourceBy Stephanie WellsI was hesitant to buy this book sight unseen and with no 
reviews, but I am so glad I did. It is an amazing collection of maps and commentary, from prehistory to the present. I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1933202270


was disappointed that none of the maps are in color but they are clearly drawn and easy to read. Maps are numbered 
and appear on right-hand pages with narrative of the historical events on the facing left-hand page. I highly 
recommend this book to other genealogists with ancestors from West Virginia and anyone else with an interest in this 
beautiful state.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great book for any West Virginia historian.By Steven 
B. JarvisEvery time I pick this book up, I find something new, interesting and fun that will lead me to do more 
research on the Mountain State. The brief descriptions beside each plate bring relevant information to each map that is 
presented. A must have for any West Virginia historian--either recreational or academic.

Few reference works are as valuable to both scholars and non-scholars as a historical atlas. Therefore, The Historical 
Atlas of West Virginia will be an important title for libraries, schools, and every West Virginian who wants to 
understand how historical forces are mapped onto the states terrain. This atlas also shows how the distribution of 
natural resources intersects with various means of distribution. Frank Riddels The Historical Atlas of West Virginia is 
copiously illustrated with maps, tables, and charts depicting everything from geological deposits and strata that have 
fed the states industries to the settlement patterns of the immigrants who settled in West Virginia. Using federal and 
state statistics, it also includes revelations from the national census figures since 1790.

"The Historical Atlas of West Virginia is a significant contribution to the literature on the state of West Virginia... In 
all, a handsome and useful work . . . whose maps will be used by generations to come for a better understanding of our 
state."Kenneth C. Marris, West Virginia History"...fills a major gap in West Virginia historiography."West Virginia 
Archives History News 


