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David Nicolle : Historical Atlas of the Islamic World  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Historical Atlas of the Islamic World: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An outstanding resourceBy Stratiotes Doxha TheonThis is an 
outstanding atlas of an oft-neglected area of history. The details in the maps are unparalleled and ideal for the 
historian. As a military history enthusiast, additional levels of battle maps would have been wonderful but even 
without them this is a fine collection with an appropriate level of text subservient to the cartography. Exactly what one 
would want in such a focused atlas. For more detailed historical and political commentary, you will want to seek out 
additional books in that genre to complement this atlas.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Brian M. O'RourkeExtremely useful book to explore Islamic history at a time when we are challenged by Islam around 
the world.14 of 15 people found the following review helpful. Masterpiece of illustrated historyBy Mani TadayonThis 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0816053324


book is overflowing with beautiful maps, fascinating photos and insightful descriptions. I find Nicolle's Historical 
Atlas of the Islamic World to be one of the best introductions to the history of the Muslim world. The layout is 
astounding, and puts much pricier atlases, even the Oxford Atlas of World History, to shame.One should note that this 
is not just a history of the Muslim religion, but a broad description of the history and culture of Muslim countries, 
covering Spain, Africa, Central Asia, Southeast Asia and of course the Middle East.Mr. Nicolle's approach to Islam 
combines sympathy and neutrality. He is obviously one of the most eminent authorities on the Muslim world.

This work provides a comprehensive description of Islam's long and dynamic history. It provides a survey of the 
history of the Islamic world and of Islamic civilization from the time of the Prophet Mohammed until the 
consolidation of the Ottoman Empire. Maps and detailed commentaries locate each Islamic region in its historical 
context, with special attention paid to Arabic developments in science, art, and literature. Timelines help readers place 
events, people, and developments in relation to one another. Coverage includes pre-Islamic Arabia, the life of the 
Prophet, rightly guided caliphs, the golden age of Baghdad, defeating the crusades, Persia and the Middle East, the 
spread of Islam, the rise of the Ottomans, and North Africa and Granada in the 13th to 15th centuries.

From School Library JournalGrade 9 UpThis volume packs in a great deal of information not usually gathered in one 
place. Limited to the first millennium of Islamic history, the 12 chapters range from the culture of pre-Islamic Arabia 
and its contacts with its neighbors through the period of the early caliphs and on into the various ruling dynasties and 
peoples that marked Islam to the time of the European Renaissance. It examines such early dynasties as the Umayyads 
and the Abbasids as well as the successive medieval waves of non-Arab conquerors. Nicolle is careful to note the ways 
in which Islamic culture absorbed and modified features from its original neighborsthe Byzantines and the 
Sassaniansits conquerors, and the peoples it conquered, exposing Islam to Jewish, Christian, Buddhist, Hindu, and 
pagan influences. Substantial portions of the text deal also with the Muslims in Spain, India, sub-Saharan Africa, and 
Russia, as well as Muslim advances in geography, astronomy, and various arts. The photographs, though generally 
small, are colorful, inviting, and informative. The maps are beautiful, but cities and areas noted in the text are not 
always included on the accompanying map (and must be found on earlier or succeeding pages). Still, this title supplies 
a wealth of information in an attractive format.Coop Renner, Fairmeadows Elementary, Duncanville, TX Copyright 
Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.About the AuthorDR. DAVID 
NICOLLE was born in 1944 and lives in England. He worked for BBC Television News and the BBC Arabic Services 
and, after returning to university to obtain a Doctorate, he taught in a Jordanian university. Since returning from the 
Middle East Dr. Nicolle has written numerous books, both academic and for the general reader, on various aspects of 
Islamic and medieval history. He has also contributed articles to many academic journals and specialist encyclopedias, 
and has presented papers at various scientific or historical conferences. Meanwhile Dr. Nicolle continues his research 
into medieval Islamic military technology, a field in which he is respected as a leading expert. 


