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Peter C. Vermilyea : Hidden History of Litchfield County  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Hidden History of Litchfield County: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Extremely well-written and impressively researchedBy Jared 
PeatmanThe Hidden History of Litchfield County is an engaging look into the physical reminders of one regions 
history. Peter Vermilyeas work is both extremely well-written and impressively researched; it is amazing how many 
remnants of the nations past the author has uncovered. The book should have a wider readership than just those 
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interested in Litchfield County, Connecticut, for Vermilyea certainly proves his contention that the history of 
Litchfield County parallels the history of the United States at large. The thematic structure of the book aids this end, 
for in addition to chapters on important periods such as the Revolutionary and Civil Wars, there are others on Roads, 
Religion, Fire, and Education. In conclusion, this book offers a wonderful insight into the hidden history present in all 
of our towns, and will ensure that readers look at the vestiges of their own locales past with new appreciation.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Wander in a little-known part of New England where history comes alive 
in every mile.By Stella MatherIf you like discovering local history and you want to explore Northwestern CT, you 
couldn't have a better guide than this book. We took the author's walking tour of Civil War Litchfield, and felt he 
really drew a picture of the world in which three young men from our house fought -- and how the two who died were 
mourned.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating local pre/post revolutionary historyBy 
finefocusFascinating local history. Well done, especially for a relatively short book.An expanded version would 
probably be more inclusive but less attractive to many readers

Traces of Litchfield County's past are hidden in plain sight. Vestiges of long-abandoned railroad tracks crisscross the 
county while a decaying and unmarked cinderblock structure in Warren is all that remains of a cornerstone of national 
defense. All but forgotten today, a fire roared through Winsted in 1908, causing residents to flee their rooms at the 
Odd Fellows boardinghouse. In Bantam, art deco chairs made by the Warren McArthur Corporation prompted the War 
Department to order bomber seats from the company during World War II. Author Peter C. Vermilyea explores these 
and other obscure tales from the history of Litchfield County, Connecticut.

About the AuthorPeter C. Vermilyea teaches history at Housatonic Valley Regional High School in Falls Village, 
Connecticut, and at Western Connecticut State University. A graduate of Gettysburg College, he is the director of the 
student scholarship program at his alma mater's Civil War Institute. He is the author or editor of three books and more 
than a dozen articles and maintains the Hidden in Plain Sight blog, www.hiddeninplainsightblog.com. He lives in 
Litchfield with his wife and two sons. 


