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From Brand: Hammond I ncorporated : Hammond Atlas of World History before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Hammond Atlas of World History:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Map quality is mediocreBy Dr. ZThis atlas did not meet up to my
expectations after reading so many glowing reviews. Specifically, | found the aesthetic quality of the mapsto be
mediocre. The paper it was printed on was also not of the quality | would have expected from afine atlas. | expected
thicker and glossier pages with more vibrant color.150 of 153 people found the following review helpful. Great atlas
but see comparisons belowBYy magellanl've been on an ancient history kick lately, and since it's been about 20 years
since I've done alot of reading in thisarea, | thought | would check out what's available in the way of good historical
atlases of the ancient world, or of world history in general.This book is one of the five or so big historical atlases out
there that are available. Since I've been looking in detail at all of the current ones, I'll give brief comparisons and you
can go from there and decide which one might be best for you.These alases are great for looking up those events, both
momentous and not-so-momentous, to get aquick grasp and overview of the situation without getting bogged down in
some more detailed and ponderous history. All the current ones do a decent job of that, but they very in terms of
readability, the number of, and detail of, the maps included, and the degree to which they integrate the visual maps and
materials with the text. Here's the scoop on al of these.1. The Hammond Atlas is the traditional "big gun" in the field,
being literally the physically biggest and probably most comprehensive of the 5 discussed here. It's also the highest
priced, and more expensive than the cheapest one | discuss here by afactor of five. It's still afine atlas despite the cost,
and if | couldn't get any one of the others here, 1'd till be happy with this one asit's certainly a beautifully done atlas.
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The book has over 600 maps and illustrations, many of which show such nice details (which not al the other atlases
do) as mountain ranges, and in general are beautifully colored with avariety of symbols showing movements and
other important historical and cultural details.2. The Oxford Atlas of World History is also well written, and has |ots of
maps just like the Haywood volume. | found the writing style somewhat |ess interesting than the Haywood atlas, who
has a nice, deft touch with the material. These two books are otherwise very close, except that the Haywood volumeis
less than half the price of this one.3. The Nat'l| Geographic offering has some of the most entertaining writing by Noel
Grove and Daniel Boorstin I've found in any history text. Some of the tidbits are really great, such as Grove's comment
that "Russias...Peter the Great died at the age of 53 after diving into the Neva River in winter to rescue drowning
sailors." Well, 1'd read about him liking to cut off citizens beards as he walked around town, trying to westernize and
modernize Russia, t0o, so apparently Peter was quite a character in more ways than one.Also, there was "Vikings were
not just ruthless killers; they traded as often as they raided, and their wives knew rights that other medieval women
could scarcely imagine." This statement aso fitsin with a similar description | read in another history, that the Viking
and Scandinavian free peasants as a class enjoyed rights and priviledges unparalleled in most of Europe and even
England.However, ironically, this atlas contains the least number of maps and illustrations of all the books here, and
oddly enough for an atlas, it actually has very few maps. Most of the graphical illustrations are arts or crafts-related, in
fact.4. The John Haywood Atlas of World History represents a great combination of quality and price. The book
consists of articles on a particular period or topic which are closely integrated with the accompanying maps. This
makes it very convenient to use. The book was written with ateam of geographers and graphic illustrators skilled at
combining the written word with graphics, and it shows. Also, this book is one of the more reasonably priced. My only
complaint about this history is the index could have been more detailed.5. The last atlas | wanted to discussisthe
Times Atlas of World History. Although now alittle dated, having come out almost 10 years ago in 1993, it till
counts as one of the most scholarly, well-written, and well-illustrated of these works, and it's also intermediate in
terms of price.Hope my little "Consumer Reports' guide to the major atlas offerings helps. Good luck and happy book
buying and reading! 140 of 142 people found the following review helpful. Thisisthe Times Atlas of World History,
5th editionBy A CustomerThe 4th edition of the Times Atlas of World History was published by Hammond, Inc. With
the 5th edition, it has been published in the U.S. as the Hammond Atlas of World History and in the U.K. as The
Times History of the World. Both have 375 pages and are edited by Richard Overy.Aside from being updated to
include recent events and the inclusion of afew more pages, the index is more comprehensive than in the previous 4th
edition.The binding is sturdy and should last many years.l would estimate that there are over 650 maps in this book,
typically three or four maps to each two-page spread. A variety of projectionsis used and the maps tend to berich in
detail without being overly cluttered. A striking variety of colors are used to display everything from empires, ethnic
populations, migrations, nation-states, etc., using arrows prolifically to show movement. The larger maps often display
mountain ranges. Most of the smaller maps show close-ups of regions or highlight cultural/demographic/economic
matters using a variety of colors and symbols.Each two-page spread has a basic theme or subject which is discussed in
an essay that fits in the spaces not occupied by maps. Each map on a spread has a numbered accompanying blurb
briefly describing its contents.This is the best single volume world history atlasthat | know of, surpassing the excellent
but less comprehensive Oxford Atlas of World History. It's one major flaw is its Eurocentrism, but some students of
history might find this a plus.For balance, | recommend the MacMillan Continental History Atlas series: The History
Atlas of Africaby Samuel KasuleThe History Atlas of Asiaby lan BarnesThe History Atlas of South America by
Edwin EarlyThe History Atlas of North America by Philip DaviesL ess worthwhile is. The History Atlas of Europe by
lan Barnesbecause of its redundancy with the Hammond.

This most definitive volume of world history to date contains avisual narrative that covers history from the origins of
mankind to the present day in 128 comprehensive double-page spreads. This highly acclaimed atlas contains more
than 600 innovative maps, color photographs, illustrations, a 300,000 word narrative, a 7,500-entry index, and a
100,000-word glossary of individuals, peoples, events, and treaties. It also includes an extensive 12-page chronology
of world history from 9000 BC to 1999 AD.

About the AuthorSince 2000. Hammond, American Map, Langenscheidt Dictionaries, Insight travel Guides,

Delorme - the famous names in the Langenscheidt family. These represent the most authoritative, up-to-date, and
extensive travel and reference products available. In January 2003, the renowned Berlitz Publishing became part of the
Langenscheidt Group. The Langenscheidt Publishing Group, the premier group of map and travel companies, offers
over 4,000 North American and international street maps, road maps, atlases. language-learning, bilingual dictionaries,
and travel-related products covering countries, cities, and languages in every continent.



