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John T. Reilly : Greetings from Spitsbergen: Tourists at the Eternal Ice 1827-1914  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Greetings from Spitsbergen: Tourists at the Eternal 
Ice 1827-1914: 

0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The fascinating untold history of human investigation into the 
forbidding yet enticing arctic wildsBy Midwest Book ReviewHistoric black-and-white photographs, full color 
reproductions of classic postcards and more illustrate Greetings from Spitsbergen: Tourists at the Eternal Ice 1827-
1914, a remarkable chronicle of early touristry in Spitsbergen - the European wilderness that is as close as one can get 
to the North Pole on land. Author John T. Reilly (Professor of Haematology, University of Sheffield) has transformed 
his life-long passion for arctic history in a thoroughly accessible chronicle that readers of all backgrounds can explore 
and enjoy. The fascinating untold history of human investigation into the forbidding yet enticing arctic wilds, 
Greetings from Spitsbergen is a unique, gorgeous, and highly recommended contribution to world history shelves.

Spitsbergen, the largest wilderness in Europe, is as close as you can get to the North Pole. Each year, tens of thousands 
of visitors experience the island's dramatic landscape with its fragile beauty, including fjords, glaciers, pack-ice, the 
midnight sun, polar bears, reindeer, and a fantastic abundance of bird life. But who were the first tourists and how did 
they reach this uninhabited 'no-man's land?' Greetings from Spitsbergen traces their untold story and, with the use of 
many unpublished photographs and postcards from the author's own collection, presents a unique insight into the 
'golden era' of arctic tourism, which lasted until 1914.
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