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Paul K. Williams : Greater U Street (DC) (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Greater U Street (DC) (Images of America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Brenda BaltonVery please, I order five of this book. I 
am a Washingtonian.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. In line with the others of this series it gives 
...By Leroy PaytonIn line with the others of this series it gives a snap shot of the past area and those who lived then.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Kay M.Great product. Was a gift and the person really 
appreciated the book. Thanks

On the edge of the 1792 original city plan by designer Pierre L'Enfant lies the Greater U Street neighborhood. For 
nearly 70 years before the Civil War, orchards and grazing land covered the area. When Camp Campbell was settled 
during the war where Sixth and U Streets now lie, thousands of fighting soldiers and then freed men and women 
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flocked to the area. The fighting ceased, and many people remained to construct small wood frame homes, churches, 
and businesses that eventually gave way to the elegant rows of substantial brick town-homes lining the surrounding 
street today. The rise of racial segregation in the early 1900s cultivated the Greater U Street area into a city within a 
city for the African-American community, and it remained so until the urban riots of 1968. The 1920s and 1930s 
witnessed a thriving cultural scene, with entertainers such as Sarah Vaughn, Pearl Bailey, Cab Calloway, and the 
neighborhoods own Edward Duke Ellington frequenting private clubs like Bohemian Caverns and other venues such 
as the Howard, Dunbar, Republic, and Lincoln Theaters. Known by many as the Black Broadway, Greater U Street 
was unique in that many of its institutions Industrial Bank and True Reformers Hall among them were designed, 
financed, owned, and built utilizing the talents of such emerging African-American professionals as banker John 
Whitelaw and architect John A. Lankford.

About the AuthorGreater U Street is the third Images of America title by author and historian Paul K. Williams, who 
has also compiled visual histories of Dupont Circle and the Logan, Thomas, and Scott Circle neighborhoods. A 12-
year resident of the U Street neighborhood and the proprietor of Kelsey Associates, a historic preservation firm 
specializing in building histories, Williams has gathered vintage photographs and memorabilia and combined them 
with informative text to convey the unique story of this remarkable neighborhood. 


