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Patty Mosher : Galesburg (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Galesburg (Images of America): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great-Granddaughter of a Galesburg MayorBy L 
SherwoodWonderful book full of illustrations. Very excited to see this published about my family's hometown! Thank 
you, Ms. Mosher!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy J JingleVery good book was a gift 
for my sister and was written by one of her friends

The origins of Galesburg can be traced to a group of courageous pioneers who came to this gently rolling prairie in 
1837 and founded Knox College and the town. The founders were staunch abolitionists, and Galesburg became a 
major stop on the Underground Railroad. Farmers bought land owned by the college and reaped bountiful harvests 
from the virgin soil. But, Galesburg was more than just a college and farming community. In the mid- and late-19th 
century, two major railroads came through town: the Chicago, Burlington Quincy (CBQ) and the Atchison, Topeka, 
Santa Fe Railroad. The CBQ built one of the largest rail yards in the nation, and it is still expanding today. 
Manufacturers took advantage of Galesburgs ready transportation and able workforce, and the once-small town 
transformed into a successful municipality that offered good jobs and living wages. Small businesses and service 
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companies thrived, and Main Street stores flourished. Images of America: Galesburg contains never-before-published 
images that show how Galesburg citizens worked, played, and worshipped from the 1880s to the 1960s.

About the AuthorPatty Mosher is the archivist for the Galesburg Public Library and has chosen some of the librarys 
best images to showcase this All-America City. 


