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Gary R. Mitchell, Forest Lee Chaney : Algonac and Clay Township (Images of America)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Algonac and Clay Township (Images of 
America): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Venice of AmericaBy Alan NaldrettGreat chronicle of a great 
town! Very history-oriented city on the water with THREE great museums.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1467115231


As early as 1615, Frenchmen settled along the St. Clair River in the area now known as Algonac and Clay Township 
to trade furs with Native Americans. Despite Louis XIVs determination to build a colonial empire in this region, the 
French fleur-de-lis was replaced by the British Union Jack in 1760 and then by the American Stars and Stripes in 
1783, making it one of the few regions in Michigan to have flown the flags of three nations. Following the decline of 
the fur trade, three major industrieslumber, boatbuilding, and salt productionprovided pioneers with the means to 
amass fortunes. By the 19th century, Algonac and Clay Township had produced 47 sailboats and 26 steamboats, 
including the 221-ton steamer Philo Parsons in 1861; this large vessel was captured by Confederates in 1864 during 
the Civil War. The region is also famous for Gar Woods Miss America boats and Chris Smiths Chris-Craft boat 
company.

About the AuthorGary R. Mitchell earned his bachelors degree from Madonna University and his masters degree in 
history from Wayne State University. Currently, he teaches American history at Walsh College, Macomb Community 
College, and Henry Ford College. In the preparation of this book, Mitchell worked closely with Forest Lee Chaney 
and the Algonac-Clay Historical Society to feature photographs largely from the Algonac Museum. 


