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Janice Cavell : Acts of Occupation: Canada and Arctic Sovereignty, 1918-25  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Acts of Occupation: Canada and Arctic Sovereignty, 1918-
25: 

In Acts of Occupation, historians Janice Cavell and Jeff Noakes deliver the engrossing story of Canadas early days of 
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Arctic policy. Drawing on a wealth of previously untapped archival sources, they show how one explorers self-serving 
ambition fueled unfounded paranoia about Denmarks designs on the north, and ultimately served as the catalyst for 
Canadas active administrative occupation of the Arctic. A compelling tale that throws new light on a transformative 
period in Canadian Arctic policymaking, Acts of Occupation offers much-needed historical context for contemporary 
debates on northern sovereignty.

Acts of Occupation is an extremely valuable piece of scholarship that significantly expands our understanding of the 
historical roots of Arctic sovereignty debates. Grounded in impressive archival research, it gives a vivid sense of the 
high drama associated with early Arctic diplomacy. - John Sandlos, author of Hunters at the Margin: Wildlife 
Conservation in the Northwest Territories "Acts of Occupation is an extremely valuable piece of scholarship that 
significantly expands our understanding of the historical roots of Arctic sovereignty debates. Grounded in impressive 
archival research, it gives a vivid sense of the high drama associated with early Arctic diplomacy."John Sandlos, 
author of Hunters at the Margin: Wildlife Conservation in the Northwest Territories"This book was a delight to read. . 
. . The authors have thrown a clear light on a very important period in Canadian foreign policy as it pertained to Arctic 
sovereignty. The topic is quite timely, in view of the current focus on sovereignty over Arctic waters and the 
seabed."William Barr, Professor and Senior Research Associate, Arctic Institute of North America, University of 
CalgaryFrom the Inside FlapIn Acts of Occupation, historians Cavell and Noakes deliver the engrossing story of 
Canada's early days of Arctic policy. Drawing on a wealth of previously untapped archival sources, they show how 
one explorer's self-serving ambition fueled unfounded paranoia about Denmark's designs on the north, and ultimately 
served as the catalyst for Canada's active administrative occupation of the Arctic. A compelling tale that throws new 
light on a transformative period in Canadian Arctic policymaking, Acts of Occupation offers much-needed historical 
context for contemporary debates on northern sovereignty. 


