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Walter R. Borneman : A Climbing Guide to Colorado's Fourteeners  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Climbing Guide to Colorado's Fourteeners: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Review of "A Climbing Guide to Colorado's Fourteeners."By 
AndrewI fear the above reviews are wanting for some explanation and I wonder if many of the above reviewers 
bothered to read the preface:"Consequentialy, the third edition of this guide is published in cooperation with the U.S. 
Forest Service in an attempt to encourage the use of one or two minimum-impact trails or clearly established routes to 
each Fourteener."Thus this is not a guide built for exploring every possible way to the summit of every 
Fourteener.Instead "A Climbing Guide to Colorado's Fourteeners" is best described as an overview of the most 
traveled routes to each of Colorado's Fourteeners.The guides contents include:a) Copious amounts of historical detail 
for each Colorado mountain range as well as each peak.b) Topographical maps with approximate trail markings for 
each section (some sections may contain more than one peak if they are in close proximity).c) Route descriptions and 
thoughtful recommendations for certain peaks (including weather, rock quality, and amounts of time needed).Who is 
this guide recommended for?The guide is primarily written as for those who want to get up off the couch, or get out 
for a weekend of summer fun climbing a fourteener. That is beginning to intermediate scramblers/peak baggers. Or for 
those who like to explore areas with minimum knowledge of how to get to a given area.As stated above since the 
guide is written with leave no trace in mind, it specifically discourages alternate routes to the peaks listed. Further the 
guide does not tackle winter ascents or technical ascents. So for the advanced climber there is little here to advance 
your knowledge of the area.Personally I just want to know how to get there and have an idea of where I'm going. This 
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guide is nearly perfect for my needs. I usually carry an extra map of the area anyway (as I shun technology on my trips 
into the wilderness) and I love to explore. Personally guides that offer too many details detract from my ability to 
explore.The two small cons I feel that should be addressed are the age of the text (a lot can change in 13 years) and 
more recommendations on 13ers and local peaks around the peaks listed. Although the second con would probably 
encourage readers to deviate from the standard routes.An updated versions should also include more references to 
prominence as that has become a primary scrambling objective for climbers in the last ten years.All that said the text is 
certainly well written for its purpose and deserves four stars for successfully guiding the reader to his or her 
destination. If you'd like more details on routes I'd suggest searching on one of many websites dedicated to each 
mountain. Or be a true outdoorsman and go exploring. You need not be chained to a mountain or a trail simply 
because someone wrote about it or it is marked.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. To be consulted after 
you have climbed your mountain.By PaulMYes, Bourneman and Lampert are good climbers. Too good! This is a text 
to consult after you have climbed your mountain. I suggest that you choose your route in "Colorado's Fourteeners: 
From Hikes to Climbs" by Gerry Roach. Bourneman often selects routes that are not appropriate for those who are not 
up to his ability. I have learned the hard way. After, 37 successful Colorado 14er climbs, I recommend Roach. You 
should also check Edrinn's "Grand Slam", and Ormes' "Guide to the Colorado Mountains". Bourneman and Lampert 
salvage two stars, but only because their historical information is interesting.20 of 23 people found the following 
review helpful. To be consulted after you have climbed your mountain.By PaulMYes, Bourneman and Lampert are 
good climbers. Too good! This is a text to consult after you have climbed your mountain. I suggest that you choose 
your route in "Colorado's Fourteeners: From Hikes to Climbs" by Gerry Roach. Bourneman often selects routes that 
are not appropriate for those who are not up to his ability. I have learned the hard way. After, 37 successful Colorado 
14er climbs, I recommend Roach. You should also check Edrinn's "Grand Slam", and Ormes' "Guide to the Colorado 
Mountains". Bourneman and Lampert salvage two stars but only because their historical information is interesting.

Now celebrating its twentieth year in print, this classic guidebook has helped thousands of ambitious hikers and 
climbers to summit as many of Colorado's fifty-four 14,000+ foot peaks as possible. For others, the guide has 
enhanced favorite weekend outings, where numbers of climbs matter less than the exhilaration of simply ""reaching 
the top""!In this twentieth anniversary edition, the foremost guide to the Fourteeners continues its longstanding 
emphasis on minimum impact routes and hiker responsibility. Walt Borneman is a founding director of the Colorado 
Fourteeners Initiative, a non-profit volunteer organization that builds and maintains trails and teaches awareness about 
preserving these fragile alpine environments. Reflecting the group's goals, this anniversary edition offers climbers 
updated information about the established, minimum impact routes on each peak.Unlike other Fourteener guides 
grounded in technical mountaineering, this work continues to look at the place of each mountain in Colorado's history 
while focusing on the safest accessible routes. Time-tested route and elevation profiles, detailed maps, and captivating 
photos round out the volume. Twenty years after its first printing, A Climbing Guide to Colorado's Fourteeners 
remains the authoritative guide to Colorado's majestic peaks.


