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Kathleen Shaputis : 50 Fabulous Places to Raise Your Family  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised 50 Fabulous Places to Raise Your Family: 

44 of 46 people found the following review helpful. Good idea, appalling resultBy ChuckMs. Shaputis apparently 
assembled puff literature from 50 Chambers of Commerce around the country and repurposed it into a book. What you 
get is superficial, uncritical . . and wrong.The median house prices are years out of date. It is incorrect, for example, 
that half of the homes in Indianapolis or Bangor are less than $100,000, or that half the homes in Reno are less than 
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$160,000 - figures contradicted by the National Association of Realtors quarterly reports on home sales.By the way, 
Bangor - in northern Maine - doesn't get 94 days of 90-degree weather reported in the book; more like 30.10 of 10 
people found the following review helpful. Very lackingBy Ty ProvoostMy purpose in purchasing this book was to 
compare it to other resources I've been evaluating - with a primary focus on Education. I've only reviewed the book for 
15 minutes and I'm highly disappointed in the lack of factual data.There is a chapter on "How to Evaluate Schools" 
that outlines what anyone with common sense - would already be asking themselves. Yet, there are no answers or 
reference to where one can find the answers to the questions. For instance, the Writer points out, the reader should 'ask 
how the school is financed and the budget determined'. Yet no point of reference is given. There are online resources 
to compare schools across the nation. A book is published by the National Education Association, "Rankings and 
Estimates", that lists a variety of budgetary, population, and other data (more than any reader would want). The 
Department of Education, School Matters, and National Center for Education Statistics are all good online references, 
to help assess rather the `answers' to the `questions' you are asking, are within the National Norm or even good.Further 
evidence that the Writer does not have factual info is brought to light, as the Writer claims, "one of the reasons to 
move to Albuquerque (ABQ), is the Excellent Schools".In contrast:(a) ABQ Public Schools, (APS) - rank average on 
National Assessments compiled by the "National Center For Education Statistics"(b) I've attended APS - they were 
approximately 4 years behind, the NY public school I transferred from in 10th Grade - Example: APS Senior year 
required reading consisted of books that were required reading in NY's Freshman year.(c) The Writer contends, that 
APS has had '21 Excellence or Blue Ribbon Schools'. "Blue Ribbon Schools", are categorized as schools that perform 
well academically in high poverty areas. There is a lot of poverty here, (not to mention gangs and crime). Ergo, it is no 
surprise that APS would be classified as high ranking, for a poverty stricken area.Side note: If you are buying a home 
in ABQ that is at the median range of "$141,000", I highly recommend you also consider purchasing life insurance.In 
close: It is highly disappointing that a "teacher" could not compile better educational information.47 of 53 people 
found the following review helpful. DisappointingBy tpls88Overall found this to be a collection of general purpose 
advice (don't eat the yellow snow), and somewhat outdated generic information about 50 places. Having lived in one 
of the top picks for 5 years, I found the book's description of little value to someone trying to decide if it is a good 
place to live and work. Maybe I'm being unfair, but I was expecting something with detail on the order of the Places 
Rated Almanac series. There was no such detail. The CD ROM focus seemed to be on the 50 Gay-Friendly places. I'm 
no homophobe, but what the H#!! does Gay-Friendly have to do with families? So overall, very disappointing book. 
Check it out from a library before you buy.

If you?ve dreamed of moving to a wonderful city or town where your family can live, work and play, 50 Fabulous 
Places to Raise Your Family, Third Edition, is the perfect place to start.

From the PublisherPlease note that the instruction page for the CD (the last page of the book) incorrectly mentions "50 
Fabulous Gay-Friendly Places to Live" instead of "50 Fabulous Places to Raise Your Family. The installation 
instructions are still correct, as is the CD. We apologize for this error. -Career Press 


