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From American Geophysical Union : 35 Seasons of U.S. Antarctic Meteorites (1976-2010): A Pictorial Guide To 
The Collection (Special Publications)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised 35 Seasons of U.S. Antarctic Meteorites (1976-2010): A Pictorial Guide To The Collection 
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. but a great book about the subjectBy AdamKnowsBestNot for the 
average reader, but a great book about the subject. Having been to Antarctica four times, I found this book to be an 
accurate source about the search and preservation of these fascinating visitors from space.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Eugenia RighterAn attractive easy-to-read presentation. Congrats to all 
involved.from a biased mother0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Space rocks in Antarctica!By Honest 
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JoeWhat a fantastic book! Well written, academically detailed, scholarly impeccable. It describes what we learned 
about the solar system from studying meteorites that have been collected by US Antarctic Search for Meteorites 
(ANSMET) expeditions for the last 40 years. You will learn about the origins of planets and asteroids, volcanoes on 
Mars, the Moon, even pieces of supernovae that are actually found in these things sometimes! Also, it suggests to me 
that all these space missions from NASA and co are not that cool anymore, space rocks are coming by themselves to 
us and fall to be preserved in the big Earth's freezer that is Antarctica! Not sure why there is a penguin coprolite on the 
cover though.

The US Antarctic meteorite collection exists due to a cooperative program involving the National Science Foundation 
(NSF), the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), and the Smithsonian Institution. Since 1976, 
meteorites have been collected by a NSF-funded field team, shipped for curation, characterization, distribution, and 
storage at NASA, and classified and stored for long term at the Smithsonian. It is the largest collection in the world 
with many significant samples including lunar, martian, many interesting chondrites and achondrites, and even several 
unusual one-of-a-kind meteorites from as yet unidentified parent bodies. Many Antarctic meteorites have helped to 
define new meteorite groups. No previous formal publication has covered the entire collection, and an overall 
summary of its impact and significant samples has been lacking. In addition, available statistics for the collection are 
out of date and need to be updated for the use of the community. 35 seasons of U.S. Antarctic Meteorites (1976-2011): 
A Pictorial Guide to the Collection is the first comprehensive volume that portrays the most updated key significant 
meteoritic samples from Antarctica. 35 seasons of U.S. Antarctic Meteorites presents a broad overview of the program 
and collection nearly four decades after its beginnings. The collection has been a consistent and reliable source of 
astromaterials for a large, diverse, and active scientific community. Volume highlights include: Overview of the 
history, field practices, curation approaches Special focus on specific meteorite types and the impact of the collection 
on understanding these groups (primitive chondrites, differentiated meteorites, lunar and martian meteorites) Role of 
Antarctic meteorites in influencing the determination of space and terrestrial exposure ages for meteorites Statistical 
summary of the collection by year, region, meteorite type, as well as a comparison to modern falls and hot desert finds 
The central portion of the book features 80 color plates each of which highlights more influential and interesting 
samples from the collection. 35 seasons of U.S. Antarctic Meteorites would be of special interest to a multidisciplinary 
audience in meteoritics, including advanced graduate students and geoscientists specializing in mineralogy, petrology, 
geochemistry, astronomy, near-earth object science, astrophysics, and astrobiology. 


