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William A. Hart Jr. : 3000 Miles in the Great Smokies (Narrative Histories)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 3000 Miles in the Great Smokies (Narrative Histories): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy L. BreedingI learn more every day.1 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. Hike your heart out!By Victor BozanoLike the author of this book I was introduced to 
the Great Smoky Mountains when I was young (eleven years old) but my grandfather was not interested in hiking; just 
admiring the mountains. I did my first hike up the Chimney Tops alone that summer. I took my son to the mountains 
to hike when he a young boy and this I believed instilled the love of the mountains in him just like Mr. Hart has them 
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instilled by his own father taking him on his first hike to the Alum Cave Bluffs.I purchased this book at the Great 
Smoky Mountains bookstore a couple years ago and finally got around to reading it during these dull days of winter 
when I was stuck inside and unable to hike due to extreme weather conditions that make it too dangerous to hike in 
(well, for my own comfort anyways). From what I read though, this did not always seem to stop this author from doing 
his hikes during these inclement weather events. I am not quite that impressed on the idea of hiking through heavy 
rains and snows (although I have done it on occasion).The book was entertaining at times as the author talked about 
his encounters as he hike all the different trails, former trails and gone off the trail to experience the wilderness 
adventure. As I read the book I also paid attention to the dates he hiked. It was a year round event (unlike the hikes I 
have done with my son that have been confined to three of the four seasons). One day we want to hike Mt. LeConte 
during the winter just to see what it looks like under a fresh blanket of snow. I am rambling on now so I will get to the 
point.Here is the review: If you love to hike the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and you have some knowledge 
about them, this is a great book and you will most likely enjoy it. You probably will not like it unless you are an avid 
hiker or have some knowledge of this region. You really have to understand the places he is talking about to get the 
full effect of the stories.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Not Just Another Book About the Smoky 
MountainsBy Chip BiernbaumThere are lots of books out there about the Smoky Mountains and the Southern Blue 
Ridge in general. They focus on beautiful photographs, history, regional attractions, or some combination thereof. Bill 
Hart's book is different. He has spent a lifetime hiking these mountains and their hollows and splashing through and 
fishing its streams. And he shares his experiences of these "3,000 miles" in this book.When I finished the book, I 
thought about what major things I might want to share with potential readers. Two things jumped out at me. First, the 
book has wonderful personal stories. Second, more than any other book about this region that I've read, it captures the 
wonder, the awe, the special feeling of contentment that I remember experiencing on Southern Blue Ridge trails. It 
may be because I've come across a quiet glen of tall trees with a ground covered with beautiful ferns or flowering 
Trillium, or suddenly having a clear, expansive view of the mountains when the trail opens up at an overlook. This 
book captures that feeling.Among the stories Bill shares are those involving unusual folks he's met, interactions with a 
variety of animals, potentially dangerous or frustrating trail experiences, the history of many locales within the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park, and the joy of trout fishing. His writing is eloquent, but not flowery -- like someone 
who's rocking next to you some evening on the porch of a mountain cabin simply telling you his experiences hiking 
the mountains. It is funny, scary, informative, inspiring ... and always interesting. Quite frankly, it made me very 
envious, both of Bill and of his family of fellow hikers.The book is divided into chapters, the titles of which give you 
some inkling about its contents: The Human Element, Smokey Mountain Stories; Black Bear Experiences; Bird 
Sightings; Snake Encounters; Things That Buzz, Flit, Creep or Crawl; Trout Fishing Outings; Remembering the Past; 
Off-Trail Excursions; Bewildered Defeated; Weather; and Scenes Reflections.I consider this book a must for anyone 
interested in the southern Appalachians, not just folks focused on the Smoky Mountains. It is especially great for 
anyone who has hiked or continues to hike this beautiful region. In short, this is a wonderful book -- it is like no other. 
I had a hard time putting it down.

Bill Hart has hiked, camped and fished in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park for more than forty years. In over 
three thousand miles of walking, he has recorded experiences and impressions that will delight readers of all ages. 
Whether exploring some of the most remote sections of the Smokies, angling for trout, meeting mountain folk or 
marveling at the flora and fauna around him, Bill has a gift for heartfelt storytelling and a wealth of knowledge to 
share about the park. Join him for an unforgettable journey through a beloved national treasure.

About the AuthorBill Hart is a native of western North Carolina and served as a hiker/writer for Hiking Trails of the 
Smokies and contributed a number of trail narratives to this publication. He has written two articles about renowned 
photographer George Masa that appeared in the first volume of May We All Remember Well and in the seventy-fifth-
anniversary issue of Smokies Life magazine. He is a life member of the Great Smoky Mountains Association and the 
Appalachian Trail Conservancy. 


